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was in consequence of a requisition from Lord Hood, and that Brigadier D'Aubant would embark in a day or two for Leghorn. Lord Hood's drift in asking for these two regiments was to give the command of the attack on Calvi nominally to Colonel VUlettes, in reality to himself. The commanding officer of the troops was not to be of the expedition nor any of the staff. The part of the army employed, being a mere appendage, would be sunk in the general name of the fleet and marines, and the capitulation would be made to Lord Hood alone. General D'Aubant had the weakness to consent to this slur being thrown upon himself and the troops under his command.
I immediately waited upon the Brigadier. I told him I had seen his order and understood that he meant to quit the place. Therefore, as senior officer, I should succeed to the command, that as such I thought I had a right to be consulted, and to give my opinion upon measures which were to affect me, not him. I conceived the situation in which I should find myself upon his departure, unemployed in Bastia or St. Fiorenzo, whilst active operations were being carried on by the fleet and part of the troops at Calvi, would be disgraceful to me and to the army. It was a situation in which he had no right to put me. If he chose to remain until the arrival of General Stuart I had nothing to say. I should then submit in silence to the disgrace I should feel in common with every soldier of the army, but if his intention was to go home I must insist upon his giving up the command to me entire. After much conversation, during which he frequently attempted to be angry, he at last said that there was some justice in what I advanced, but what could he do ? He had already consented to give the regiments, and they were at that instant paraded and ready to march. He perceived that Lord Hood had much influence at home. The disputes he had already had with him had made him at times miserable, and he was afraid of encountering more. I told him the first thing he had to do was to stop the regiments and